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PURPOSES 


Explorations is a program of the 
Canada Council. Its purpose is to 
provide opportunity for: 


®@ investigation of new forms of 
expression and participation in the 
arts; 

@ inquiry into things past that hold 
special meaning in the cultural 
development of Canada; 

@ innovation, or the introduction of 
something new or different in the 
sphere of social understanding or 

-in the means of fostering public 
enjoyment of cultural activities or our 
Canadian heritage. 


Explorations provides a source of 
financial support to any person, 
group or organization with specific 
and clearly stated intentions within 
one or several of the categories 
defined above, provided the results 
in whatever form or media they take 
may contribute to the development 
of Canada and the well-being of 
Canadians. 
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS 


To qualify for assistance applicants 


must be} 


® Canadian citizens; 

® Canadian organizations; 

®@ janded immigrants who have 
lived in Canada for at least 


three years. 


Although the program is intended to 
encourage new work from people who 
may not have previous experience, 
applicants must give reasonable 
assurances that they can complete 
their undertakings. Explorations 
therefore asks each applicant, 
whether person, group or organiza- 
tion, to submit three letters of 
appraisal from people who are 
competent to evaluate both the merit 
of the project and.the ability of the 
applicant to complete it. Wherever 
possible, an applicant must.also 
demonstrate his orher ability by 
submitting a sample of work anda 
résumé of past experience: 


~ INELIGIBLE PROJECTS 


Explorations does not accept appli-. Explorations does not accept appli- | Explorations does not give grants for 


cations for projects that qualify for cations from archives forthe collect- undertakings that are essentially 
assistance under other Canada —_.__._ ing, preserving, cataloguing or commercial. 


Council programs. Following consul- indexing of material. 
tation with applicants, Explorations 


transfers such submissions to the Explorations does not award grants 
appropriate Council program for to cover publishing costs of books 
evaluation. ~~ and periodicals. This sort of assist- 


ance is available to publishers from 
the Writing and Publication Section 
of the Canada Council. The program 
may, however, give an author direct 
financial help to offset anticipated 

expenses of preparing a final manu- 
script for publication. 
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JUDGING APPLICATIONS 


Applications are adjudicated region- 
ally with emphasis on particular local 
needs. They are evaluated on the 
basis of the quality and potential 
contribution of the project and the 
ability of the applicantto carry it 

out successfully. 


Each request is first examined for 
technical eligibility of the project, 
citizenship status of the applicant 
and completeness of information 
supplied. The project must reflect the 
purposes of the Explorations program 
and must not be eligible for any other 
kind of Canada Council grant. 


Applications are then sorted by 
region and reviewed by one of five 
regional selection committees 
representing the Atlantic Provinces; 
Quebec; Ontario; the Prairie Prov- 
inces and the Northwest Territories; 
British Columbia and the Yukon. 
Each committee is composed of six 
members chosen from different social 
groups and professions, such as 
artists, historians; cultural animators, 
writers, journalists and film directors. 
The committees base their recom- 
mendations on the applicant’s de- 
scription of the project, the letters of 
appraisal and the supporting material 
submitted (films, manuscripts, tape 
recordings, slides or photographs). 


Supporting material is returned to the 
applicant after the announcement of 
the results of each competition. 
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The chairmen of the five. regional 
selection committees form a national | 
committee. This committee reviews — 
the recommendations of the regional %— 
selection committees and examines 
projects which are clearly national 
in scope. The national committee 
bases its final selection on the ~ 
regional recommendations and theie ou 
funds available. The Canada Council ~~ 
awards its grants on the basis of the Fs 
recommendations of the national 
committee. epee: ’ 
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THE GRANTS 


arerraratane gives grants to help 
offset the following expenses: 


@ subsistence; 

@ travel; | 

@ clerical, secretarial and research 
services; 

® reproduction of documents; 

®@ equipment rental; 

@ supplies and materials. 


_ Explorations rarely gives grants for 
purchase of equipment or other 


capital expenses. If.an applicant’s 
equipment costs exceed $1,000, and 
such a grant is awarded, the Council 
requires the applicant to be incor- 


porated as a non-profit organization. 


Explorations has a policy on the use 
and ownership of equipment by 
organizations. A statement of this 
policy is available on request. 


The subsistence allowance of up to 
$650 a month is available only to 
applicants who will have no gainful 
employment for the period to be 
covered by the grant. 


Because Explorations does not give 
sustaining grants, applicants should 
apply only for support of specific 
projects. 


A grant may apply to any period of 
time up to 12 months. 





There is no specific ceiling on grants, 
but applicants should keep in mind 
that the Explorations budget is limited 
and competition for grants is stiff. 
Although grants in the past have 
ranged from $300 to $20,000, the 
average grant is between $3,000 and 
$5,000 and few have exceeded 
$10,000. 


Explorations grants may partially 
cover the budget of high-cost 

projects. In such instances, applicants | 
are encouraged to seek cooperative 
funding from other sources. 


Grants are usually payable in two ~ 
equal instalments. The second pay- 
ment is conditional on submission 


work. | 








factory interim report. At the oo of 
the term for which the grant Was. 


a final report? acomplete financiat = 
statement with receipts and, ‘where ss 
applicable:s Roby of Ibe finshed me 





a grant. 











HOW TO APPLY 


Application forms are available from 
the Canada Council. To ensure 
eligibility, the request for forms 
should include a brief description 
of the applicant's project and 
background. 
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Explorations s Scag died 
The Canada Council © 

P.O. Box 1047. eee 

Ottawa, Ontario tad MBE 
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Telephone (613) 237-3400 
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Closing Dates for Applications Riss 
_ There are three Explorations. com- eee 
petitions a year across Canada.The 
closing dates for applications are: 


@ June 1 aa 
@ December 1 me 


~ 





__ Here is a brief description of the 
~~ project for which | would like 
_ to obtain assistance under the 
Explorations Program. ~ 
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If this project is eligible for assistance “Date 
under Explorations, please forward En St *, oe 
the appropriate application forms. ais FA 
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